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Welcome to the Ezine of EFCA Student Ministries! We designed the ‘Zine to encourage,

resource, and connect student ministry workers. If you have comments, suggestions, or
critiques, please forward them to Sharon at student@efca.org.

A Book to Read

Scot McKnight, as controversial
as he may be, has written two very
important books for our time. The
first is The Jesus Creed.
McKnight lays out for the reader
Jesus’ understanding of spiritual
formation in light of the Shema.
Jesus not only added, according
to McKnight, the concept of ‘loving
others’, which was radical
enough, but added the idea that
loving God is understood as
following Jesus. The Jesus
Creed becomes the foundation for
Jesus’ method and philosophy of
spiritual foundation. The book is
both an historical look at Jesus
and His contemporaries from
which we can find great
encouragement, but it is also a
guide for our deepening spiritual
formation. McKnight's emphasis
on both sides of the Jesus Creed
is a strong call back to living a life
of devotion because one has
devotion. Sonlife in their recent
re-writes, debuting this winter, has
marvelously picked up on this
‘new’ concept. The other book by
McKnight is called, Embracing
Grace. You may not agree with all
he states and you certainly may
wince at a quote on the cover by
McLaren but the call back to living
out the Gospel not so much as fire
insurance but a life changing
encounter with grace is very
compelling and timely. In fleshing
out the ‘loving other’ part of the
Jesus Creed, McKnight has given
us a mountain to think about
concerning how our lives reflect
‘...the hope thatis within...".

An Article to File
Washing Out?

You have heard the statistics and maybe even
asked yourself the question, “Am | making a
difference?” The statistic, of course, is that
between 64-88 % of students who have been
active in your church will ‘wash out' of church post-
high school. A couple of questions need to be
asked.

The first is obvious, why? Several have
theorized concerning this, but lacking a targeted
study, we just do not know. However, | will suggest
several factors. One is the paradoxical nature of
adolescence. On the one hand, we hear that
students are maturing faster, and on the other
hand, we hear that the stage of adolescence is
being elongated with many opting for it as a
terminal life stage. Students, because of this
paradox, have much more information but fewer
chances to make sense of it. They often do not
have the time and space for the concentrated
introspection needed to pose, let alone answer,
questions of faith. Some influences that negatively
affect students even raising faith question include
parents' and youth workers' tendency to protect
students and to be students' buddies and to flip out
when students doubt or ask questions. Our
student ministries and relationships have to be
safe places for students to wrestle with faith. We
have to help parents realize that questioning is a
normal part of their student's faith development.
The goal has to be moving from an affiliated faith
to an owned faith so that our student will not only
survive college but flourish for a lifetime. A 'rite of
passage' event may help shorten adolescence as
well.

An additional factor is the nature of student
ministry. Typically, students spend much of their Jr
Hi and Sr Hi years isolated in a very vibrant
healthy student ministry but away from the church
as a whole. This ghetto mentality produces an “
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Purdue University will host 6000 EFCA 7-12 graders July 2-7
for our bi-annual growth event. The theme is beyond - be
who Jesus said to be, do what Jesus said to do, say what
Jesus said to say, and go where Jesus said to go. The cost
is $350 which includes five nights lodging, fourteen meals,
and all programming. Go to
www.efca.org/student/challenge/index.html for more details.
You can email student@efca.org to request additional
promotional materials - or to let us know if you didn’t receive
your materials - poster, brochure and cd.

rResources to Critique

Interlink has hit a home run with their latest tool Narnia Youth
worker's kit and DVD. Jam packed with creative ideas, music,
and lessons on how to capitalize on the Narnia film release. Go to
www.interlinc-online.com for more info.

Finally a great updated resource to be used on one or in small
groups to help students figure out their particular call in life. Call
Waiting by Larry L. McSwain and Kay Wilson Shurden is a $10
tool that will pay big dividends because it will clarify a students
specific call from a general call and help them center their life on
their particular call.

SCHOLARSHIP FOR DEGREE IN COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT - Covenant College, a Christian college located
in Lookout Mountain, GA, recently established a scholarship for its
community development major
/www.covenant.edu/academics/trad/programs/economics/. The
major combines a liberal arts education with the theory and
practice of community development among the poor from a
biblical foundation. It equips students to be an agent of Christian
transformation within poor communities in the U.S. or overseas,
working in community-based organizations, churches, missions,
relief and development agencies, and the public sector. For
information concerning the scholarship which has a deadline of
December 15, visit the Covenant web site www.covenant.edu/
admissions/trad/finaid/?id=types_inst#CommunityDevelopmentMa

Opportunities in Which
to participate

Sharing Opportunity

One of the questions | get asked is “What
do people use for curriculum?” There are
many that do not use curriculum but some
are very good at using it to teach students.
A page has been created to serve as a
forum to facilitate sharing war stories
concerning what has worked and what has
not. Go to www.efca.org/student/media/
Usedcurriculum.pdf and share yours!

Training Opportunities

Sonlife is offering their brand new, updated
Strategy seminar now called Enroute. This
is so new that a new name was appropriate.
Enroute provides not only a great
framework for ministry but encouragement
for culture exegesis and personal health as
well. This training will become the standard
for the next 20 years just as Strategy was
for the last. Check out their website at
www.sonlife.com for more details.

Group Publishing has put together a one
day workshop titled “Bring Jesus Along for
the Ride...” that may be worth checking out.
Go to www.group.com/gml for more details.
Youth Specialties Core training events
are scheduled for various places across the
country. The intensives are packed with
practical tools and resources to facilitate
healthy, balanced ministries. As an EFCA
member you can receive the affiliation rate
of $35 per person on the training. Just
enter the special code NDEFCY1 into your
registration account when you register.

Mission Opportunity

We would like to hear about your mission
opportunity! Please email or send a short
highlights video!

College Ministry Opportunity

The Kalahari Conference is an upper
Midwest conference designed for 18-20
something's. Jan. 6-8, 2006. Go to
www.efca.org/student/college/
Conference.html for information.

jors or contact the Admissions Office by phone at 706-820-2398 or
888-451-2683 or by email at admissions@covenant.edu.







